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Farm Animals: Animal Rights

Sometimes animals are treated kindly and friendly, but very often people treat them in a 

bad way.  Throughout their lives, animals should be treated with compassion and sheltered from 

pain and sufferings. Unfortunately, millions of farm animals require the most essential security 

from the government. As everybody knows, farm animals produce milk, eggs, and wool, which 

are used by humans. However, some species of farm animals are neglected and badly treated 

because of lacking health care protection from diseases, such as swine flu, although, these 

animals produce meat. Therefore, the negative consequences outweigh the benefits. People 

should struggle for stronger acts and laws. They are able to change at least basic things about 

farming today and animal treatment, safety mindful shopping and decreased usage of animal 

food and other products. At the present time, factory farming should not be so uncivilized and 

morally wrong because of abusing animals for food use (cruel treatment), easy handling and 

consistently increasing production.

Deliberated or accidental animal abuse is not typically acceptable. Enormously often, 

animals are tortured in the farm factories. According to Evans over 9.5 billion farm animals were

slaughtered in 2007 (53). The author also claims that keeping chicken in battery cages, removing

of male sex hormones, and keeping them pregnant, and nursing hogs in small iron crates are 

some of the issues of animal abuse (55). Today, people breed domestic animals with the food 

purpose. Everybody could hear a lot of complaints about meat or other products’ quality. High 

quality production is in the efficiency of the overall system, not in the welfare of animal’s 

owners who are ready to do everything just to increase the amount of production. Matheny and 
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Leahy suggest that acknowledgment with trade contracts and limits on sale could help to care for

domestic animal wellbeing (325).

There is another issue to consider about various aspects of farm animals transportation. 

During transportation, many domestic animals get injured due to not providing enough space. 

Cattle are dehorned for better handling and also to prevent them from accidentally or 

intentionally injuring each other (Evans 57).  Most of the hens are confined in battery cages, 

which only give about an inch of space. Furthermore, crates used for pregnant female pigs are so 

small that they cannot even turn around. There are more farm animals being mistreated inside the

factory farm than most people actually realize (“Pigs: Intelligent Animal Suffering in Factory 

Farm and Slaughterhouse”).  

Typically, to increase the amount of production people use different methods, which are 

first of all, harmful for many animals and, secondly, for food which humans eat.  In modern 

technologies, females are artificially inseminated. Mother and offspring are quickly separated to 

increase the amount of production. Hormones are also used to fasten the growth of animals, 

which has some severe side effects.  Forceful feeding is also used for some kinds of birds. 

According to Evans “foie gras is obtained by force-feeding male ducks with a mixture containing

corn, fat, salt, and water. This regime causes the birds’ livers to become fatty and hugely 

swollen, six to ten times their normal size” (70). 

On one hand, factory farming system satisfies the demand for meat at acceptable prices. 

It is a superior quality, and factory farming provides permanent and comparatively reasonably 

priced meat supply. Though, on the other hand, factory farming system abuses and mistreats the 

animals. Farmers do not recognize that animals are living beings, as well. People try not to harm 

their children, so farmers should not hurt these animals unnecessarily. In any case, in any rate, it 
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is dispensable to raise animals in this way. It is a big mistake to treat animals only as products. If 

it cannot be eliminated, it needs to be minimized. Killing an unarmed burglar or trespasser may 

be perceived as justified under the law. Therefore, why is it acceptable to kill an animal for these 

reasons, but not a human (Evan 21)? As Mahatma Gandhi said, “A society must ultimately be 

morally judged by how it treats its weakest members.”


